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Introduction
This handbook covers the guidelines for couples desiring a Christian wedding at Lakeside Presbyterian
Church. These guidelines will help you prepare for your wedding day. We hope this handbook will
answer any questions you may have, if not, our wedding staff looks forward to assisting you. Please review
our policies and sign and return the application. In order to hold a date, you must provide a deposit.

Lakeside Presbyterian Church was founded in 1941. We are a people of God, called together by our faith
in Jesus Christ as part of the whole body of Christ to worship study and serve. We worship on Sundays and
provide Christian education programs for all ages, as well as fellowship for all our members.

Wedding License and Certificate
You must obtain your wedding license and certificate in person from any county office in the State of
California. The license and certificate must be given to the Wedding Coordinator at the time of your
rehearsal. If you marry elsewhere before your actual church wedding, you must still present the license and
certificate and advise the coordinator that you are married. (The wording of the service will then reflect
that the service is a blessing of a civil ceremony.) After the wedding, the license must be signed by the
minister and two witnesses. The Wedding Coordinator will file the certificate with the county.

Officiating Ministers
A minister assigned by Lakeside Presbyterian Church will officiate at your wedding. Outside ministers
may participate with the Lakeside Presbyterian Church minister; however, you must have specific
permission from the Lakeside minister before the wedding to include your own minister.

You are responsible for scheduling your pre-marital counseling sessions directly with the Lakeside minister
who will be performing the ceremony. The Presbyterian Service of Worship will be used for weddings.
(The minister will provide you with a copy of this service during counseling sessions.)

Director of Music
In keeping with the musical tradition at Lakeside, the musical selections are to be of a sacred/classical
nature and are to be approved by the Music Director. If you wish to have organ music at your wedding,
you must use the Lakeside assigned organist. There is a piano and organ in both the Sanctuary and the
Chapel. The organist is also available to play the piano. Electric instruments or portable sound systems
(boom boxes) are not permitted. We do not allow guest organists to play and the organist will not be
present at the rehearsal. The coordinator will give you the contact information for the Lakeside organist
and Music Director. At that time, you and the organist can discuss the music selections for your wedding.

Lakeside Church does permit guest performers of sacred music, with prior approval from the Wedding
Coordinator and Music Director. The Coordinator will go over arrangements for outside musicians and
singers with you, if you desire to do so. The musicians usually rehearse in the reserved set-up time before
the ceremony. If they want to practice at your rehearsal, please read the next section for procedures. We
have a sound system available for your use.



Wedding Coordinator
The Lakeside Wedding Coordinator will supervise your rehearsal and wedding day to ensure a smooth and
meaningful wedding. Her knowledge and experience are available to advise and guide you on the details
necessary for a successful wedding. Should you choose to hire a consultant, your consultant will work
under the direction of the Lakeside Wedding Coordinator. The Lakeside Wedding Coordinator shall make
the final decisions concerning policies and practices at the church. You will be notified of the assigned
Coordinator to your wedding, at which time they will assist you several weeks prior to the wedding.

Florist
Florists may not enter the church until the Wedding Coordinator arrives, so they should plan to arrive at the
time appointed for the opening of the church. It is your responsibility to direct the placement of the floral
arrangements. Lakeside has a pair of wrought iron flower stands that match the candelabra and also a
single wooden flower stand. Generally, florists will provide their own stands. Again, if the florist needs
extra time for an elaborate set-up, you may purchase additional time (see application for additional costs).
Please be sure all flowers and containers are removed before leaving, unless you have made prior
arrangements to donate the flowers to the Church for use at our Sunday worship. If that is the case, be sure
to notify the Church (415) 564-8833 so we may dedicate your donation in our Sunday morning bulletin.
The bulletin usually contains a statement similar to: “This morning’s floral arrangement is given by Mr.
and Mrs. George Chan in honor of their daughter’s wedding that took place yesterday at our Church. May
the blessings of God be with John and Susan Kuramoto as they begin their marriage.”

Photographers
The only photography allowed during the ceremony is of which is done by the photographer who has been
given permission to do so by the officiating minister. Video cameras are allowed only from a stationary
position in the balcony. There is time before the ceremony and after for picture taking of bride and groom,
and relatives and friends by your photographer. While we realize it is impossible for you to totally control
the actions of your guests, we expect your professional photographer will follow our guidelines. If the
professional photographer ignores this policy, your security deposit will be forfeited. Policy: No flash
photography is allowed during the ceremony. Please include this request in any program you may use for
the wedding. The wedding coordinator will give you a separate card with the photography rules. No
additional lights can be added during the ceremony. The photographer may not stand in the center aisle and
must be at the back of the sanctuary during the ceremony.

Wedding Guests
No smoking is allowed anywhere on the church grounds. All members of the wedding party and their
guests must refrain from the use or possession of alcohol or drugs inside the building or on the church
grounds. Throwing rice, birdseed, confetti, flower petals, or any other substance and using bubbles are
prohibited for safety reasons.


